Chapel-en-le-Frith C of E VC Primary School
Homework Policy

Homework is anything that children do outside the normal school day that contributes to

their learning in response to guidance from the school. Homework encompasses a whole variety of activities instigated by teachers and parents to support children’s learning. For example, a parent who spends time reading a story to their child before bedtime is helping with homework. 
We also acknowledge the important role of play and free time in a child’s growth and development. While homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in the wide range of out-of-school clubs and organisations that play an important part in the lives of many children. We are well aware that children spend more time at home than at school, and we believe they develop their skills, interests and talents to the full only when parents encourage them to make maximum use of the experiences and opportunities that are available outside of school. 

Aims of the Policy
· to help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner;

· to promote a partnership between home and school in supporting each child’s learning;

· to consolidate and reinforce learning done in school and to allow children to practise skills taught in lessons;

· to help children develop good work habits for the future.

Guiding principles

· Homework should reinforce or follow up work completed in class

· Children should be clear how to complete the work set
· Homework timetable to be included in Year group newsletters and also on the school website

· Sufficient time should be given for homework to be completed (at least 3 days). This is particularly important for larger-scale projects

· All homework must be marked in accordance with the school’s marking policy

· At KS2, it is expected that homework set must be completed. Teachers must follow up any children who do not complete homework and take appropriate action. This may be completing work in golden time or lunch time. Parents will be informed.

· Reading diaries to be completed regularly

· Approximate times:



- Years R to 2

a total of 1 hour/week

 

- Years 3 and 4

15-20 minutes/night (inc reading, spellings & tables)



- Years 5 and 6

30 minutes/night (inc. reading, spellings and tables)

The Type and Amount of Homework

The following table gives details of the nature of homework set. This is reviewed with teaching staff annually. 

	Reception
	Daily reading of favourite books and daily practice of phonic sounds

	Year 1
	Daily reading, weekly spellings to practise, regular research for class topics

	Year 2
	Daily reading, weekly spellings, literacy/numeracy or topic-based work periodically 

	Year 3
	Daily reading, weekly spellings and tables/number work and 1 piece of literacy/maths/science/topic work per week. Occasional long term projects

	Year 4
	Daily reading, weekly spellings and tables, 1 piece of literacy and maths per week

	Year 5
	Daily reading, weekly spellings and tables, 1 piece of literacy and maths per week and 2 large scale projects during the year 

	Year 6
	Daily reading, weekly spellings and tables, 1 piece of maths per week, 6 topic-based activities per year (each of which may contain several tasks) and SATs preparation questions in spring terms.


Pupils with special educational needs

We set homework for most children as a normal part of school life. We ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the ability and needs of the child. If a child has special needs, we endeavour to adapt any task set so that all children can contribute in a positive way. When setting homework we refer to the Individual Education Plans (IEPs) if appropriate.

The role of parents/carers
Parents have a vital role to play in their child’s education, and homework is an important part of this process. We ask parents to encourage their child to complete the homework tasks that are set. We invite them to help their children as they feel necessary and provide them with the sort of environment that allows children to do their best. Parents can support their child by providing a good working space at home, by enabling their child to visit the library regularly, and by discussing the work that their child is doing.

If parents have any problems or questions about homework, they should, in the first instance, contact the child’s class teacher. If their questions are of a more general nature, they should contact the headteacher. 
Roles and Responsibilities

All members of the teaching staff are expected to be familiar with this policy and apply it consistently.

Monitoring and review

This policy will be monitored by the senior leadership team and/or the TLR teams periodically throughout the year. Feedback and support will be provided to staff.

This policy will be reviewed every 3 years by the governing body.
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